
Nature’s events: 
Spring arrives ! 
All kinds of life begins to 
stir this month.  The 
voices of spring peepers 
and American toads will 
begin to fill the air later 
this month.  Bird song is 
already on the rise.  ;arly 
Spring wildflowers, such 
as blood root, tooth-
wort, and spring beauty 
emerge from the leaf 
litter in the forests. 
 
 

Sky calendar: 
 
Full moon -  March 3. 
The ;gg moon.  A total 
eclipse of the moon will 
occur in the early eve-
ning lasting from 4C4D - E 
pm. 
 
Planets -  Fook for Sat-
urn near the moon in the 
evening early and late in 
the month.  Venus is also 
visible near the moon in 
the evening later this 
month.  Jupiter, Mars and 
Mercury can be seen 
before dawn in the 
southern sky later this 
month. 
 
Vernal Equinox - 
Spring officially arrives on 
March 20 at 8C0L pm. 
 
------------------------------- 
Memember that Day-
light Savings Time is 
early this year! Set clocks 
ahead at 2 am on March 
11 ( or at least before 
you go to bed that 
night!) 

 There are several species of aquatic birds 
that reside on Adams Fake and Chapman Pond and 
several that be seen stopping over during spring 
and fall migration.  During the month of March, 
there may be many opportunities to see some 
unusual bird species during the spring migration. 

 The three most common bird species 
on campus ponds are the Mallard Duck, the Can-
ada Goose, and Bufflehead Duck.   In North Amer-
ica, they winter from the Maritime provinces of 
Canada down to Mexico.  The Mallard is the only 
one of these species that breeds on our ponds and 
most of them breed on Adams Fake.  Interestingly, 
the Mallard is strongly migratory in the northern 
parts of its breeding range, and winters far south.  
Adult Mallards are about 1D inches in length and 
have a wingspan of about 3E inches.  Adult males 
are gray, have a yellow bill, green head, and a white 
ring around the neck.  Females, however, have an 
orange bill, a pale, brown face, and a brown or tan 
color.   

Canada Geese flocks in Ferrum normally 
peak in late winter and spring and are composed 
mostly of a non-migratory subspecies that were 
brought from the Mocky Mountains to supplement 
our native migratory species for hunting.  They 
breed in our area, but not on the ponds at Ferrum 
College. They are 1E-2D inches in length and have a 
wing span of D0-E8 inches. Canada Geese have 
black bills, a black head, and a black neck.  Their 
back and upper wings are brown and they have a 
patch of white feathers that extends up from their 
throat to their cheek.   

Bufflehead Ducks breed in North Ameri-
can boreal forests and Aspen Parkland regions, 
from the interior of Alaska to western [uebec, 
southwards to Wyoming, ]regon, and California.  
There are substantial populations of Bufflehead 
along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. They arrive in 
our area around Thanksgiving and leave in April. 

 ]f course, there is that large gray duck 
often observed waddling around campus 
(affectionately called “waddles” by some). Waddles 
is a female Muscovy Duck which appears to be 
semi-domesticated.  Wild Muscovy Ducks are 
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native to Central and South America. 
Fess common bird species that can usually 

be seen each year on campus ponds include the 
Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Green Heron 
(Summer), Great Blue Heron (all year), and Wood 
Duck (Chapman Pond during spring migration).  
 Grebes are small diving birds with thin 
beaks. They often visit Adams Fake during the win-
ter and spring but do not linger long.  Great Blue 
Herons can often be seen wading in the shallow 
water on either of the ponds looking to spear a fish.  
Green herons usually are observed perched in one 
of the trees along the borders of the pond, most 
often in the summer and early fall. 

 
 
There are several species that can occa-

sionally be observed on Ferrum ponds, especially 
during migration or during the winter, and include 
the American Coot, Hooded Merganser, Med-
breaded Merganser, Medhead Duck, Ming-necked 
Duck, and Snow Goose. 

In addition to ducks, geese, grebes, and 
herons, other water birds can be found near the 
ponds.  ]ne can see Belted aingfishers near these 
ponds or hear their rattling calls, especially at Chap-
man Pond.  In the spring, Spotted Sandpipers can be 
seen stalking prey along the shoreline.  ]ccasionally, 
especially during March and April, ]sprey can be 
seen fishing over Adams Fake or Chapman Pond.  
This large raptor has an average body size around 22 
inches and an average wingspan of D4 inches.  Fe-
males tend to be bigger than males and tend to have 
a higher body mass.  ]spreys have a hooked beak, a 
white chin, breast, throat, and belly, and a brown tail 
with white bands.  

 

Ducks on the pond: water birds 
to spot on campus ponds 
 
Tiffany Garnett 

Male Bufflehead Duck 



A touch of bluebird  
Todd Fredericksen 

 "astern )l+e,irds /Sialis sialis1 are 2+c4 ,eloved 
son7,irds in o+r area8  9n earl: S;rin7< ,l+e,irds see= o+t 
nestin7 areas t4at are nat+rall: ;rovided ,: tree cavities8  
>an: ;eo;le ?ill s+;;le2ent t4ese cavities ,: ;lacin7 
,l+e,ird nestin7 ,oxes 
on t4eir land ,eca+se 
t4e: ?ant to 4el; in 
conservation eAAorts 
Aor t4is s;ecies and 
enBo: ?atc4in7 t4ese 
colorA+l ,irds8  
)l+e,irds are indeed 
colorA+lC  D4e 4ead< 
,ac= and tail oA t4e 
2ale ,ird is ,ri74t 
,l+e /not to ,e 
conA+sed ?it4 t4e 
dar=er indi7o ,+ntin71 
?it4 a ,ri74t oran7e 
,and across its nec= and c4est alon7 ?it4 a ?4ite +nder,ell:8  
D4e Ae2ale is ,ro?nis4 a,ove< ?it4 a ?4ite t4roat< ,l+e tail< 
and oran7e +nder,ell:8  Eo+ 2a: oAten 4ear ,l+e,irds ,eAore 
:o+ see t4e28 Fisten Aor a Gc4Hc4+rHc4+rleeI in earl: S;rin78  
D4e ;reAerred 4a,itat oA ,l+e,irds is o;en co+ntr: ?it4 
scattered trees8  D4e: nest alon7 t4e ,orders oA Aields and 
can oAten ,e seen alon7 roadsides8  D4e: Aeed on insects and 
ot4er art4ro;ods in o;en Aields< ,+t ?ill oAten eat ,erries 
and ot4er Ar+its d+rin7 t4e ?inter< si2ilar to t4eir co+sin< 
t4e J2erican Ko,in8  9n late >arc4 and J;ril< ,l+e,ird 
Ae2ales ?ill la: LHM ;ale ,l+e e77s in a loose c+; oA 7rass and 
ot4er ;lant 2aterials8  )l+e,irds ,+ild t4eir nests in less 
t4an a ?ee=8 9nc+,ation is carried o+t ,: t4e Ae2ale8  D4e 
2ale ,rin7s Aood to t4e Ae2ale8  D4e :o+n7 4atc4 in NL da:s 
and Aled7lin7s leave t4e nest ,et?een NOHPQ da:s8  )l+e,irds 
2a: ;rod+ce PHR ,roods ;er :ear8 
    )l+e,irds 4ad s+AAered ;o;+lation declines< 2+c4 oA t4ese 
d+e to co2;etition ?it4 invasive exotic s;ecies s+c4 as t4e 
So+se S;arro? and "+ro;ean Starlin7s8  )l+e,irds< 4o?ever< 
are 2a=in7 a co2e,ac= as 2an: ;eo;le 4ave rallied aro+nd 
t4is s;ecies to create artiAicial nestin7 ,oxes t4at en4ance 
t4eir re;rod+ctive s+ccess8  )l+e,ird ,oxes are eas: to 
,+ild8  Tor a si2;le ,ox desi7n< visitU 
4tt;UVV???8n;?rc8+s7s87ovVreso+rceV,irdsVeast,l+eVenest,ox84t28  
 W4en locatin7 ,l+e,ird ,oxes< 2o+nt nest ,oxes L 
to M Aeet a,ove t4e 7ro+nd on a 2etal or ?ooden ;ost8  
Jl+2in+2 ;osts 4el; deter nest ;redators< s+c4 as rat 
sna=es8  )ox o;enin7s s4o+ld ,e on t4e lee side oA ;revailin7 
?inds and receive s+nli74t t4ro+74o+t a lar7e ;ortion oA t4e 
da:8  D4e: s4o+ld ,e in o;en areas< s+c4 as on t4e ed7es oA 
Aields< ,+t not too Aar a?a: Aro2 so2e ve7etation cover8  
)eca+se ,l+e,irds deAend territories< ,oxes s4o+ld ,e 
located no closer t4an NQQ :ards a;art8 

Let the peeping begin! 
Jessica Spencer 

       D4e S;rin7 Xee;er is a s2all tree Aro7 and is Ao+nd 
t4ro+74o+t t4e eastern Ynited States8 D4e: are +s+all: 
Ao+nd in ;onds< 2ars4es< and ot4er da2; areas8 Z+tside oA 
t4e ,reedin7 season<  t4e: can so2eti2es ,e Ao+nd in 
?oodland ;onds8 D4e: 7ro? to a,o+t N8O inc4es lon78 D4e: 
4ave  a dar= cross on t4eir ,ac=s< al2ost li=e t4e s4a;e oA 
an [< and not all 4ave t4ese 2ar=in7s8 D4e: var: in color< 
,+t are 2ostl: tan< ,ro?n< olive 7reen< or 7ra:8 >ales are 
s2aller and +s+all: 4ave dar= t4roats8 Te2ales are a li74ter 
s4ade t4an t4e 2ale8  S;rin7 Xee;ers eat s2all insects s+c4 
as ants< s;iders< and ?ater ,+7s8 D4e S;rin7 Xee;ers 
;redators incl+de< t4e 7reat divin7 ,eetle< sna=es< lar7er 

Aro7s< and s=+n=s8 D4e: ,reed 
in so+t4ern areas Aro2 a,o+t 
2idHZcto,er to >arc48 D4e 
,reedin7 al?a:s de;ends on 
t4e te2;erat+re8 D4ere are 
t?o s+,s;ecies oA t4e s;rin7 
;ee;er\ t4e nort4ern and 
so+t4ern ;ee;er8  D4e S;rin7 
Xee;er +s+all: la:s an:?4ere 
Aro2 ]QQHNQQQ e77s8 ^+rin7 

t4e ?inter t4e: 4i,ernate +nder lo7s and loose ,ar=8 D4e: 
are noct+rnal Aro7s< so t4e: are +s+all: 4eard rat4er t4an 
seen8 D4e: 2a=e 4i74 ?4istlin7 calls to one anot4er Aor 
2atin7 ;+r;oses8 D4is is ?4: t4e: received t4e na2e t4e 
G;ee;erI ,eca+se oA t4eir s_+ea=in7 so+nds8 S;rin7 Xee;ers 
are seldo2 seen ,: 4+2ans so iA :o+ ever 4a;;en to see t4e 
S;rin7 Xee;er 2a=e s+re to ta=e a ;ict+re ,eca+se t4e: are 
adora,le little creat+res8 

Kana s:lvatica< ?ood Aro7s< are so2e oA t4e 2ost 
coldHada;ted Aro7s in `ort4 J2erica8 D4e: are co22onl: 
Ao+nd in ?oodlands across t4eir ran7e and tend to ,e ver: 
territorial< occ+;:in7 an area oA a,o+t NQQ 2P8  ^+rin7 t4e 
s+22erti2e t4e: can ,e Ao+nd in ?oodlands or Aorested 
s?a2;s< ,+t in t4e ?inter t4e: are Ao+nd +nder stones< 
st+2;s and leaA litter8 So?ever< d+rin7 t4eir ,reedin7 
season t4e: are Ao+nd in ?oodland ;onds called vernal 
;ools< and are oAten t4e Airst Aro7 to ,e7in callin78  

D4e siae oA a ?ood Aro7 ran7es Aro2 R8O to b8M 
c28 D4e Ae2ales are al?a:s 2+c4 lar7er t4an t4e 2ales8 
D4e: are +s+all: ,ro?n< tan< and r+st colored8 Zccasionall:< 
so2e 2a: 4ave s4ades oA 7reen< :ello? or 7ra:8 D4e: are 
oAten reAerred to as t4e Aro7 ?it4 t4e cro,,erds 2as=c 
,eca+se oA t4e ,lac= ;atc4 t4at extends over t4eir 
t:2;an+2 to t4e ,ase oA t4eir Aront li2,8 D4eir diet 
incl+des a variet: oA insects and ot4er s2all inverte,rates8 
We can do o+r ;art to 4el; t4e2 ,: creatin7 Aro7HAriendl: 
4a,itats aro+nd o+r 4o2es8  

Another more cold-hardy frog 
Stephanie Boyd 


